MICHAEL VALE
Tel: 07583 446 823
E-Mail: michaelvale@hotmail.com
Michael studied architecture at Nottingham University and theatre design at The Trent Polytechnic in Nottingham and on The Theatre Design Course at The Riverside Studios, subsequently The Motley Design Course. He has designed the sets and costumes for well over two hundred theatre and opera productions both in the UK and abroad. He also works as a director.
Productions he has DESIGNED include:
THEATRE
DUFFY AND THE STILTSKIN

 Miracle Theatre


       Dir. Giles King
GIGI AND DAR



 Arcola
 Theatre

                   Dir Kathryn Hunter
OTHELLO 


                   
 NT Lyttelton Theatre


       Dir. Clntt Dyer
PLAYTIME




 Northampton Theatre Royal

       Dir. Eccleshare/Cesci
TEVYE IN NEW YORK!


 The Wallis, Beverly Hills, LA

       Co-director/Dugan
SWEENEY TODD



 Liverpool Everyman


       Dir. Nick Bagnall
KNEEHIGH’S UBU 



 Kneehigh Theatre Asylum

       Dir. Grosz/Serrau/Shepherd

A MONSTER CALLS (Olivier Award)
 Old Vic Bristol/London/Tour/US
       Dir. Sally Cookson
NAPOLEON DISROBED


 Told By An Idiot/Tour


       Dir. Kathryn Hunter
2017 COMPANY SEASON


 Liverpool Everyman

                   Dir. Bodinetz/Bagnall/Rutter
PETER PAN (Olivier Nom.)
                         BOV/National Theatre

       Dir. Sally Cookson
HEADS WILL ROLE



 Told By An Idiot/UK Tour    
                   Dir. Paul Hunter

ONLY THE BRAVE



 Wales Millennium Centre

       Dir. Steve Marmion

SLEEPING BEAUTY



 Bristol Old Vic


       Dir. Sally Cookson

SANCHO




 Oxford Playhouse/ U.S. tour

       Dir. Godwin/Joseph
DEATH OF A COMEDIAN


 Soho Theatre/Dublin/Belfast

       Dir. Steve Marmion
ALICE IN WONDERLAND


 Bolton Octagon


       Dir. Elizabeth Newman

DEAD DOG IN A SUITCASE


 Kneehigh Theatre/UK & intl. tour            Dir. Mike Shepherd

NEVER TRY THIS AT HOME


 Birmingham Rep./Told By An Idiot           Dir. Paul Hunter

JANE EYRE




 Bristol Old Vic/NT/UK & intl. tour            Dir. Sally Cookson

THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS

 Soho Theatre



       Dir. Steve Marmion

GREAT EXPECTATIONS


 Bristol Old Vic


       Dir. Neil Bartlett

PASTORAL




 Soho Theatre/Hightide Festival
       Dir. Steve Marmion

THE VICTORIAN IN THE WALL

 Fuel/Royal Court Theatre 

       Dir. Adamsdale/Turner

MY PERFECT MIND



 Told By An Idiot/Plymouth/Yng. Vic
       Dir. Kathryn Hunter 
OF MICE AND MEN



 Nottingham Playhouse

       Dir. Giles Croft

JULIUS CAESAR                                           RSC/West End/UK & Intl Tour/BBC/DVD   Dir. Greg Doran

WEST SIDE STORY



 The Sage, Gateshead
                   Dir. Will Tuckett

THE ASHES




 Nottingham Playhouse

       Dir. Giles Croft

THE OYDESSY



 Paper Cinema



       Dir. Nic Beard
OEDIPUSSY




 Spymonkey/Northampton Royal
       Dir. Emma Rice

MIDNIGHT’S PUMPKIN


 Kneehigh Theatre Asylum/BAC                Dir. Rice/Shepherd

OEDIPUS




 Liverpool/Nottingham Playhouse             Dir. Steven Berkoff

THE SUMMER HOUSE


 Fuel Theatre tour


       Dir. John Wright

SIX SEEDS




 National Theatre 


       Dir. Paul Hunter

LOW PAY? DON’T PAY!


 Salisbury Playhouse


       Dir. Paul Hunter

HANSEL AND GRETEL


 Kneehigh Theatre/BOV

       Dir. Mike Shepherd

THE COMEDY OF ERRORS 


 RSC




       Dir. Paul Hunter

THE VENETIAN TWINS
                         Bolton Octagon


       Dir. Paul Hunter

WIZARD OF OZ



 Royal Festival Hall


       Dir. Jude Kelly

FAERIES




 ROH 
                                                       Dir. Will Tuckett

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST


 Told By An Idiot/Lyric Hammersmith       Dir. Paul Hunter

THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

 Galaxy Theatre, Tokyo

       Dir. Greg Doran

RAPUNZEL




 Kneehigh Theatre/BAC

       Dir. Emma Rice

CYMBELINE




 Kneehigh Theatre/RSC

       Dir. Emma Rice

CANTERBURY TALES


 RSC/Touring/West End

       Dir. Doran/Gatward/Munby

HAMLET




 English Touring Theatre

       Dir. Stephen Unwin

MACBETH




 RSC 




       Dir. Ellie Jones

BLUES IN THE NIGHT

             West Yorkshire Playhouse

       Dir. Geraldine Conner

WIND IN THE WILLOWS


 Bristol Old Vic

                   Dir. Elwyn Johnson

GHOSTS




 Plymouth Theatre Royal

       Dir. David Hunt

MARLENE




 Oldham Coliseum/Tour/West End
       Dir. Sean Mathias

KIDNAPPED




 Edinburgh Royal Lyceum Theatre
       Dir. Kenny Ireland

HEDDA GABLER



 Manchester Royal Exchange                   Dir. Joe Blatchley

NEVILLE’S ISLAND (orig. prod.)

 Scarborough Stephen Joseph
       Dir. Conal Orton

BENT





 NT/Tour/West End


       Dir. Sean Mathias

BLUE HEARTS



 NT Studio



       Dir. Tim Supple

BLUES FOR MR. CHARLIE


 Sheffield Crucible Theatre

       Dir. Clarke Peters
OPERA
PICCARD IN SPACE



 Queen Elizabeth Hall


       Dir. Jude kelly

CARMEN JONES



 Royal Festival Hall


       Dir. Jude Kelly

DIDO AND AENEAS



 English Touring Opera

       Dir. Helen Eastman

JENUFA




 English Touring Opera

       Dir. James Conway

TOSCA




 English Touring Opera

       Dir. Tim Carrol

DIOLOGUES DES CARMELITES

 London Royal College of Music
       Dir. Jude Kelly

THE TURN OF THE SCREW


 English Touring Opera/Dublin OTC
       Dir. Adrian Osmond

ARIODANTE




 Dublin OTC/English Touring Opera
       Dir. James Conway

TOLOMEO




 English Touring Opera

       Dir. James Conway

JEPTHE




 English Touring Opera

       Dir. Bernadette Iglich

TOSCA




 English National Opera

       Dir. David McVicar

CARMEN




 Glyndebourne Festival Opera/BBC/DVD   Dir. David McVicar
       RIGOLETTO (Olivier nom.)


 ROH Covent Garden/BBC/DVD
       Dir. David McVicar

LA BOHEME




 Glyndebourne Festival Opera/Ch. 4
       Dir. David McVicar

ALCINA (Olivier nom.)


 English National Opera

       Dir. David McVIcar

IDOMONEO




 Antwerp De Vlaamse/L.A. Opera
       Dir. David McVicar

THE JUNIPER TREE



 London Almeida/Munich Biennale
       Dir. David McVicar

SWEENEY TODD



 Opera North


                   Dir. David McVicar

HAMLET




 Opera North



       Dir. David McVIcar

FIDELIO




 New Zealand Festival Wellington
       Dir. David McVicar

Productions he has DIRECTED include:
SANCHO & ME
The Exchange, Twickenham
Co-director/designer
ONE WORLD.                                                 Amici Dance, Lyric Hammersmith.           Director/Designer

WOULD YOU BET AGAINST US?

 Told By An Idiot/Birm. Rep.

       Associate Director

TEVYE IN NEW YORK!


 The Wallis, Beverly Hills, LA

       Co-director 
CABARET OF BLOOD
Hijinx/Told By An Idiot
Assoc. Director

35 AMICI DRIVE
Lyric Hammersmith
Director/Designer

THE PYRAMID TEXTS  
Birmingham Rep./Soho Theatre 
Director/Designer

SONGS FOR THE END OF THE WORLD
BAC/The Vaults Festival/Tour
Co-Director

CONVERSATIONS WITH DYSTONIA
Arc Dance
Director/Designer

THE LOCK IN 
Demon Barbers, National Tour
Director/Designer

THE RAUN TREE
West Yorkshire Playhouse/Tour
Director/Designer

MAYAKOVSKY: THE SLANTING RAIN
Mercury Colchester/RSC 
Director/Designer

TIGHTROPE
Amici Dance, Lyric, Hammersmith
Director/Designer

PROJECT 3 SIXTY
Cirque Bijou, Bolton
Director

ROMEO AND JULIET
Colchester Mercury
Assoc. Dir./Designer

THE LOST VOICE 
RFH Blue Room/Udderbelly
Director/Designer

THE VENETIAN TWINS
Bolton Octagon
Assoc. Dir./Designer

DER FREISCHUTZ (Act II. Sc. 2)
Royal Festival Hall
Director/Designer
ELEGY
Amici Dance, Lyric Hammersmith
Director/Designer
DOORMAN
Plymouth Theatre Royal
Director/Designer

THE WHITE CROW
Colchester Mercury Theatre
Director/Designer

A PLACE WITH THE PIGS
Warsaw Globe Theatre
Director/Designer

‘ART’
Warsaw Globe Theatre
Director/Designer

THEY SHOOT COWBOYS…DON’T THEY?
Edinburgh Pleasance
Director/Designer

NEVILLE’S ISLAND
Chester Gateway Theatre
Director/Designer

CALIFORNIA SUITE
Chester Gateway Theatre
Director

THE NATIONAL SPORT
London Grove Theatre
Director/Designer

THE SINGING BROTHERS
London Grove Theatre
Director/Designer

SEASCAPE WITH SHARK AND DANCER
London Finborough Arms
Co-Director/Designer

THE BUCKET RIDER/AS YOU LIKE IT
Salem State College, Mass.
Director/Designer

CUPID AND DEATH
Nottingham Holme Pierrepoint
Asst. Dir./Designer

He has also designed large-scale community productions for The Torch Theatre, Milford Haven; The Northcott Theatre, Exeter; Plymouth Theatre Royal and The Anvil, Basingstoke.

His work has received an Olivier Award, an LA Stage Scene Award and has been nominated for a further three Olivier Awards; an Irish Times Theatre Award; a Manchester Evening News Drama Award; a Charrington Fringe First Award and two Off-West End Theatre Awards.
Examples of his work available on DVD include:
RIGOLETTO (ROH Covent Garden)





JULIUS CAESAR (RSC)

CARMEN (Glyndebourne Festival Theatre) 



THE MERCHANT OF VENICE (Tokyo New Theatre)

OEDIPUS (Nottingham Playhouse)





OEDIPUSSY (Spymonkey)

SOMEWHERE (The Pet Shop Boys. The Savoy Theatre)

SOMEWHERE IN TIME... (Jimmy Nail. Wembley Arena)
...and with Digital Theatre:

THE COMEDY OF ERRORS (RSC/Told By An Idiot)

…and for NT Live:

PETER PAN

JANE EYRE

OTHELLO

…and transmitted live on TV:

LA BOHEME (Glyndebourne Festival Theatre) 


Michael is currently an Associate Idiot with Told By An Idiot Theatre Company and a part time Course Leader on the MA Theatre and Performance Design Course at Wimbledon College of Arts, University of Arts London.

From 2015 to 2018 he was an Associate Artist with Bolton Octagon Theatre.

In 2015 he designed the additional bar, River Stage and River Square outside The Understudy Bar at the National Theatre. 

In 2014 he designed the refurbishment of the Soho Theatre Downstairs.

In 2012 he was the Set and Costume Designer for JULIUS CAESAR, directed by Gregory Doran, at the RSC. He was subsequently the Production Designer when it was filmed on location for broadcast on the BBC and DVD. The production itself toured to London, Moscow, New York and Ohio. 

In 2010 he co-founded Salida Productions with Ed Hughes to produce ROMEO AND JULIET with The Mercury Theatre Colchester, featuring the Argentinian tango orchestra, Astillero. Other productions by Salida have included FORMBY and MAYAKOVSKY: THE SLANTING RAIN, which he directed at the Colchester Mercury Theatre and the RSC. 

In 2006 he re-designed the foyer of The Queen Elizabeth Hall in London, at the invitation of the Southbank Centre’s artistic director, Jude Kelly who subsequently appointed him Associate Designer Southbank Centre. From then until 2012 he worked on a large number of stage shows, design projects and exhibitions at The Royal Festival Hall, The Queen Elizabeth Hall and The Hayward Gallery. He designed the Hayward Gallery exhibition, The Painting of Modern Life, in collaboration with the gallery curator, Ralph Rugoff, and the Magnum photographers exhibition, Disposable People: Photographs of Contemporary Global Slavery, in the Royal Festival Hall Clore Ballroom. He designed exhibitions for the Turner Prize winners, Mark Wallinger, Grayson Perry and Jeremy Deller at The Longside Gallery in Yorkshire Sculpture Park and The Hayward Gallery. He also designed Gallery 3 for the Tracy Emin retrospective at the Hayward Gallery, June 2011.
He was an Associate Director of The Mercury Theatre, Colchester from June 2003 – 2004.
He designed the 1997 stage for The Pet Shop Boys week long residency at The Savoy Theatre (filmed as ‘Somewhere…Pet Shop Boys in Concert’) as well as three Jimmy Nail concert tours, 1995/97/98 (filmed as Somewhere In Time…Somewhere On Tour, Wembley Arena).   
In 1990 he was co-founder of the The Jo-ee Theatre Company with Billy and Bobby Colvill producing, directing and designing THE SINGING BROTHERS and THE NATIONAL SPORT.

In 1987 he re-designed the seating for two London fringe theatres; The Gate in Notting Hill and The Rosemary Branch Theatre Islington. Also in 1987 he completed the libretto for a one-act opera, THE UNDERTAKER, based on a short story by Alexander Pushkin, with music by the Czech composer, Antonin Tucapsky. It was produced at The Place, in London, by the Trinity College of Music and directed by Carlos Wagner.

In 1983 he compiled an article on several different theatre designers for the June issue of The Architectural Review.
He has tutored, lectured and run theatre design workshops for the following companies and schools: Graeae Theatre Company; The University of California in Los Angeles; Brooklyn Academy of Music; R.A.D.A. and R.A.D.A. Summer Design School; Bristol Old Vic School and Theatre Design School; The Orange Tree Theatre, London; Plymouth Theatre Royal; The Mercury Theatre, Colchester; Central St. Martin’s School of Art; The National Student Drama Festival in Scarborough (2001/02/03); Camden School for Girls; Haberdasher Askes’s Boys School; The Sixth Form College, Colchester; Streatham and Clapham Girl’s School; Bretton Hall Department of Drama; Hull University Department of Drama, Bolton Octagon, Westminster Reference Library, The Arts Libraries Society; Battersea Arts Centre; Bournemouth Institute of Art and Design; National Independent School’s Drama Association; Council on International Educational Exchange and The School’s Shakespeare Festival
He was a tutor and course organizer for The Theatre Design Course (subsequently The Motley design Course) both at The Riverside Studios and The Almeida Theatre from 1984 until 1988. 
From 2008 to 2015 he led the Opera Design Project as a director/designer on the post-graduate Theatre Design Course at Bristol Old Vic Theatre School.  

